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V OLUME  2010, ISSUE 04 

A PRIL 2010 TOPOGEAR NEWS 

MICROSOFT 

 

 

 

 

  The 2nd annual Springtime Bazaar 
will be held at the Casablanca in Mesquite, 

Nevada.  

   If you canôt decide what to do Saturday 

April 17th, come out and join the fun.  If 

you were planning on something else, can-

cel and come to Mesquite instead!   Admis-

sion is inexpensive, and 50% of the pro-

ceeds benefit the National Multiple Sclero-

sis Society. 

  Last year there were over 1200 people 

browsing through the  85 + booths.  Lets 

help make this turnout even greater!  Itôs for 

a good cause.  There will be crafts, jewelry, 

sporting goods, clothing,  & food.  TOPO-

GEAR is planning on having a booth.  See 

us there. 

  See the full page insert within this News-

letter for more detail.  Contact 

Carrie for more info at 702 ï346-7091 or 

email: cduclos@blackgaming.com 

  TOPOGEAR is taking requests through the 

end of March of items you may wish to 

purchase during this event.  If we have them 

at the show they will be discounted off nor-

mal MSRP.  Plus you will save any ship-

ping fees.  Visit TOPOGEAR  

 

Record the Item Number and short descrip-

tion.  Then Email that info to TOPOGEAR.  

In the subject please type  BRING TO 

SPRINGTIME BAZAAR.  List your  item 

numbers and brief description.  If we bring 

it, you are under no obligation to purchase.   

Up Coming Boy Scout Event  

BOY SCOUT MEGA EXPO 2010 

Sunset Park   Las Vegas, Nevada 

April 23 -25   

 The Scout Expo is an outdoor festival of more 

than 150 Scouting exhibits, demonstrations, ac-

tivities and games, along with a variety of com-

munity agency booths.  An estimated 4,000 Cub 

Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Ventures will staff the 

program booths at the Scout Expo. 

  Youth will be selling Discount Cards  for the 

event from March 12 until April 23 for $5.00.  

Tickets will also be available at the door. 

  Over 3,000 youth are expected to camp out 

overnight on Friday night and enjoy a campfire 

that evening.  Approximately 12,000 youth, lead-

ers, family and general public attend the yearly 

event.  A Saturday Night entertainment show for 

those camping overnight on Saturday night will 

feature guest musicians and entertainers. 

  The theme this year is "100 Years of Scouting" 

and most the booths will center around Scouting 

themes.  Selected scouting related exhibit themes 

include recycling , Dutch oven cooking, obstacle 

courses, casting, gold panning, and Mountain 

Man Camp.  A Merit Badge Midway for over 

800 Scouts will also be available in a variety of 

Merit Badge subjects.   Source:BSA News Re-

lease/Gary Lewis 

Editorôs note:  Excellent visual opportunities 

exist for live on site coverage of the Scout Expo 

set up on Friday late, and the event on Saturday.  

A 1:00 p.m. Saturday Media Tour is scheduled.

Material, articles and images contained within this Newsletter publication including subsequent pages  may not be copied, reproduced, or 

otherwise used for other purposes without written consent of TOPOGEAR  

TOPOGEAR to start carrying a new line 

of Fine Jewelry 

    We will be specializing in new 925 

Sterling Silver and Semi precious gem-

stone Jewelry.  The photo above is some 

current examples.  We wish to offer 

something affordable to all.  We hope to 

find and offer items under the $200 retail 

range, with many under the $100 mark.   

We will offer a selection that will be ever 

changing.  We are able to buy direct from 

our distributor and many of our items are 

individually hand selected when being 

purchased.   

   These items will soon start showing up 

on the TOPO site so check back often. 

   We also have large selections of used 

and vintage Jewelry.  This stock is also 

changing constantly.  Currently we have a 

large stock of vintage Rhinestone jew-

elry.   

    If you are looking for a specific item 

that we do not show please email us with 

the info  and a photo. 

http://www.casablancaresort.com/CasaBlanca-Resort-and-Casino-Events-Vendor-Shows.php
http://www.topogear.com/
http://www.topogear.com/
mailto:mailto:sales@topogear.com
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    None of us had hiked this loop in years. The last 

time I remember, this wash was an easy hike, 

mostly on gravel. We soon encountered changed 

terrain from past flooding. We came to a narrow 

passage between some house size rocks. 

Hmm.....the drop off looked about 12 ft to me. We 

removed our packs and one of us scrambled, more 

like slid and bumped and jumped on the way down. 

Not something we were coming back up.  At least 

not easily.  The packs were transferred down. 

    We were to encounter 3 more places that the past 

flooding had drastically changed the trail. All had 

to be maneuvered in some method. Either rock 

scrambling or in one case we had to climb up and 

around since the drop was too high. 

    Along the way we commented, the trail down at 

the Grand Canyon can't be this bad. 

    It was a great hike, and even better conditioning. 

We eventually came to the east side of Kraft Moun-

tain. We followed the trail up out of the wash and 

veered south. We followed a ridge above the wash 

that was now winding it's way south and off to our 

left. We wound through a level area strewn with 

huge rocks that presumably rolled down off Kraft 

Mountain. Many of these rocks the size of houses. 

A popular area for Rock Climbers to break into the 

sport or just practice. Evidence everywhere of 

white climber chalk seen in contrast to the red sand-

stone and black mineral varnished rocks. 

    We passed through the field of giant stones. 

Those in the know stepping off the trail to the back-

side of some of the rocks with large flat area's of 

black mineral varnished sides. Here on close ex-

amination you discover Indian Petroglyphs that 

were pounded into the black varnish surfaced rocks. 

Images made hundreds if not thousands of years 

ago. I am reluctant to publicly share specific loca-

tions due to those so ignorant to deface or destroy 

them.  Little by little they are disappearing.  Most 

destroyed in the past few years. 

Havasupai Falls Conditioning Hike. 

  Saturday 3/6/2010 the couple of us from Las 

Vegas going on the Havasupai backpack trip this 

coming April, did another "conditioning hike" 

with full backpacks at 30 lbs of weight. 

    For this weeks prep trip we decided on the Kraft 

Mountain loop. This is an area west of Las Vegas. 

Just east of the Red Rock Park 13 mile loop area. 

Instead of entering the paid area of Red Rock we 

took another road into the Calico Springs area. An 

area with a small community of private homes, as 

well as another section of Red Rock Park known 

as the Board Walk Trail, at Red Springs. 

    We tightened up our straps, threw the packs on 

and headed out due west. It was a cool day, in the 

low 50's, mostly overcast. This hike to be about 

4.5 miles.  

    With our packs we knew it wouldn't be a walk 

in the park. We stopped several times. Our T-

shirts started taking on some sweat so the stops 

had to be short to avoid taking on a chill from the 

cool 50 degree air. 

    Near the summit we looked off to the east and 

could just barley catch a glimpse of the tops of a 

few of the larger buildings back in Las Vegas. We 

took a short break and some water, then dropped 

down over the north slope to the wash below. 

    We headed from the road west to the base of the 

red sandstone cliffs (Keystone Thrust Fault) jut-

ting up from the desert floor.  We immediately 

dropped in a rocky wash (Desert stream bed nor-

mally dry) and was delighted to find running wa-

ter. We continued due west a short distance and 

picked up the trail we wanted. At this trail inter-

section we veered north. 

    After about a mile of skirting the residential 

area we once again dropped into the same wash, 

but further up stream from our previous point. We 

crossed over at an area of steep washed out banks. 

Though at this time the water was only 2 feet 

wide. We enjoyed a gurgling small waterfall that 

cascaded over a huge chunk of red sandstone. The 

water clear enough to invite drinking if you didn't 

have to worry about parasites and those other 

nasty little things. 

    Following the trail up out of the wash we 

started a rather steep climb of about 1 mile that 

would take us over a "pass" or "saddle" between 

two peaks. This trail would pass the west side of 

Kraft Mountain in into yet another wash. This new 

wash would then swing us around the backside, 

and the east side of Kraft Mountain. 

  Saddle 

Trail 

 N 

Kraft Mtn 

    Elevation gain to summit the saddle is around 

1000ft. It was definitely a workout. We saw others 

with no packs, stopping along the way to take 

breathers.  

    We snaked down a trail that took us through 

a sandstone slot of white, pink and red stripped 

colors. The slot cut through the stone by water 

over perhaps millions of years? It had created 

beautiful ribbons of color that curved around 

corner after corner until we reached the wash 

below. A slight trickle of water flowed even 

now. That water fell into the gravel wash, in-

stantly disappearing from sight. From several 

feet away, no trace of water was even remotely 

visible. 

  We were now in the 2nd wash. We took a right 

turn and headed east. This wash was wide in 

places. Narrow at some. Huge rocks and steep 

walls. As we hiked we saw evidence of past 

flooding. Debris and dead vegetation hung up on 

rocks high above our heads. Indications every-

where the water had come gushing through here 

25 to 30 feet deep. These washes are no place to 

be when there is a chance of rain. Water comes 

so fast it may be impossible to get out quickly 

enough. Death is the outcome for some. 

We eventually made it back to the vehicle and shed 

our packs. We sat back and enjoyed a bottle of 

water and the beautiful area surrounding us. 

    We can hardly wait to see the Grand Canyon! 

Article and photos courtesy of Rick Beach 

Contact  Email: rick@topogear.com 

http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/lvfo/blm_programs/blm_special_areas/red_rock_nca.html

