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Caribbean Sunrise 2010 Courtesy Rick Beach Photography  

òAllure of  The Seaó Cruise 
    As promised, our trip report aboard the 

Allure .  As they say..we wenté.we 

sawé.but not truly impressed.   We have 

previously traveled on another Royal Carib-

bean cruise and had high expectations.  The 

Allure being the worlds largest cruise ship, 

we anticipated better. 

     We were not on their maiden voyage, 

this being the 3rd sailing.   To sum up our 

experience...they need to do some work, 

     The ship its self is very impressive.  Both 

in size and the luxury of all of its decks and 

amenities.    It was massive, sitting at the 

dock. 

    We boarded with ease, though ID photos 

were swapped on some traveling compan-

ions IDõs.  We wonõt go into detail.  It 

caused some complications later on the ship. 

It was pretty amazing they are able to proc-

ess and move the 5000+ arriving passengers 

so quickly through the boarding process. 

   Deck 8 was our favorite.  Called Central 

Park.  Open to the sky.   Just what you 

would expect from the name.  Tiled path-

ways that pass by real trees and vegetation,  

flowers, and places to sit and relax.  Caf®õs 

shops and restaurants.  I even observed a 

real bird hopping around in the flowers, 

while hundreds of miles off shore.  Hope-

fully the bird enjoyed its new surroundings 

and didnõt take flight up and out the top, 

thinking home was on the shore, now many 

more miles away. 

TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader 

interest stories and events.  Please submit 

your story, trip log, photos, recipes and 

humor.  Subjects on Climbing, Paddling, 

Cycling, Backpacking, Horses, Search and 

Rescue, travel destinations and more! Send 

material to: sales@topogear.com 
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To reserve your vendor booth or receive 

more info contact Carrie at 702-346-7091 

or email cduclos@blackgaming.com 

Donõt miss this event going on  January 

15th & 16th.    We understand there is also 

a large car show going on in Mesquite this 

same week-end.  Come to Mesquite and 

have some fun. 

Great room rates and a fun weekend to 

break up the winter.   

See the full page ad toward the end of the 

newsletter for more detailsé.donõt miss it! 

Annual Ice Fishing Trip to  

Ely , Nevada 

The trip is scheduled for January 

15th & 16th.  The ice is good and the 

mountains are calling.  We made this 

trip about the same time last year.  

Check out our archived Newsletters.  

We should have a trip report of this 

years trip, in the coming February 

issue. 

2011 Backpacking Trip to  

Havasu Falls,  

Grand Canyon, Arizona  

We are trying to get a head count on 

the amount of people wishing us to 

secure reservations/permits to go.  

Email to sales@topogear.com  We 

will provide more details in subse-

quent Newsletter pages.  Be sure to 

let us know as soon as possible.  

Once we call to secure reservations 

we will not be able to secure more. 

http://www.topogear.com/
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    Ports in St Thomas and St Maarten were 

both enjoyable.  Limited time in port means 

you had to have a plan and get off the ship 

early.  Taxis and Water taxis become more 

busy as the day wears on.  Also the volume of 

people in town increases.  There are multiple 

Cruise ships in port at the same time. 

Allure of The Sea (From Page 1) 

As with many places on the ship, Central 

Park had live music from time to time.  

Night time brought with it another change.  

Pathway lighting and other muted light 

from the ship, made this a pleasant escape to    

just unwind and relax.  

    We shipped out of Ft Lauderdale bound 

for the Virgin Islands area.  The Bahamas, 

St Thomas , and St Maarten.  A storm was 

on our tail the whole time toward the Baha-

mas.    A ship announcement came on that 

due to the winds and sea conditions, they 

would be unable to dock at the Bahamas.  

This was a disappointment to some that felt 

the Bahamas would be the highlight of the 

trip.  It was to be more sea time. 

    We found it odd the ship of this size 

pitched so much.  The swells were large.  

Some were getting seasick.  Personally I 

took medication from the first day, through 

the entire trip.  I know I have a motion sick-

ness problem.  Thankfully the medication 

did its job for me. 

     The Main dinning room food was one of 

our disappointments.  Service not quite up 

to that we previously experienced, and the 

same goes for that taste and quality.  It just 

seemed there were too many passengers, for 

those providing the service.   The Lobster 

served on its special night was really taste-

less. 

    We also found the entertainment (Theater 

shows) seemed over booked.  We had made 

reservations ahead of time.  Literature 

clearly states seats may not be held  by other 

people.  Since seats are not assigned we 

found ourselves moving toward what ap-

peared to be open seats, only to find them 

òheldó. 

    Our guess is people with reservations 

where holding seats for those that didnõt 

have them.  Toward the end of the seating 

time there is a rush of overflow people 

(those let in without reservations) .  We 

witnessed a verbal altercation between peo-

ple over  òheldó  seating.  We run back an 

forth to numerous locations and ended up 

with no seats.  There seemed to be no crew 

supervision or organization in any of it.  We 

feel this needs real attention.   

    We can only suggest even though you 

have reservationsé.get there and seated 

very early.  Again this appears to be a prob-

lem because there are so many people.  We 

have not experienced this on other cruises. 

    There are plenty of things to do.  A Zip 

Line, Climbing Walls, Wave Riders,  Scuba 

lessens, movies and endless food. 
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.    I had a personal goal to get my Scuba 

Certification.  So I took the lessons while on 

board.  Some long classroom hours, and a 

live dive in one of the ships deeper pools.  

    Then we had 2 open water dives while at 

St Maarten.  We were picked up on the dock 

by a dive boat  and shuttled around a point 

to a cove.  Our instructors took us down for 

2 dives, to double check all the skills we had 

practiced.  We had one  student drop out 

before the open water dive, but the rest of us 

all passed the certification.   Visibility was 

rated on our paperwork at 2 feet.  That part 

really sucked but made us realize if we didnõt 

freak out in that we could dive in about any-

thing.   

    Our instructors were great.  Very profes-

sional .  I highly recommend  taking the 

course.  It was  challenging, but a very full-

filling experience. 

CENTRAL PARK (Deck 8)  

    Be prepared for some high-tech features on 

this ship.  The TV in your room is more of a 

flat screen Computer.  Complete with wire-

less keyboard.  You are able to monitor your 

account charges, watch TV, or check about 

on-board activities via taped video. 

    You were supposed to be able to book on-

shore excursions right from your room...but 

that never worked for us the entire trip.  We 

still had to run down to guess services to han-

dle that. 

     For those of you that have cruised be-

fore..you know about all the photos they 

take.  In most cases you donõt need to hand 

them your sea pass any longer.  They use 

Face Recognition software and upload the 

images to your file that you can review in the 

photo galleryé.too bad they didnõt pipe that 

into your rooms Monitor?   We were amazed 

at the technology they were using. 
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