TOPOGEAR NEWS

TANZANIA
By David Perez
Part 2 of the series. See the February 2011
issue for part 1

Arusha Coffee Plantation

After an overnight stay at the Arusha
Coffee Plantation, we flew out in a single
engine Cessna Caravan toward Klien's
Camp in the plains of the Serengeti. Out
of our starboard window we could see the
tallest, freestanding mountain in Africa
disappearing in our wake. We flew close
to an impressive dor
recall the name, sorry, and continued
across expansive savannahs. We had no
idea what to expect as we touched down
on a rocky dirt strip that was nearly a 2
hour drive from our lodge.

Our Tour Company, & Beyond
Travel, met us at the airstrip and we im-
mediately began our game drive adven-
ture.

(Continued on Page 2, Col 2)
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Editorial: Inthe Feb 2011 issue. Trash
Can Turkey Recipe. We like to give
credit where credit is due. One of our
readers submitted the following history
on this cooking technique.

Garbage/Trash Can Turkey origi-
nated in the mid to late 50's in Northern
CA...credit is normally given to the Girl
Scouts of that area and time frame...as
the GSA moved to less rough and tumble
settings for their outdoor activities the
method sort of slipped into the by and
by.

It stayed that way until the mid
80s..when a former GS from Northern
Ca and basically new BSA leader de-
cided to try it out on a troop campout in
CT.

It has been taught at our Leadership
courses for the last 20+ years and has
been even published in several local
cookbooks, as well as 1 or 2 Outdoor
Magazines. One of which is "Woods
and Water" from the Southern states.

Credit has pointed to the GSA and
BSA for this recipe. In the pastit has
been donated for use on many Hunting/
Cooking and outdoor sites, including
IDSO forums. If you would be so kind
as to make an editorial Note giving
credit to the GSA and BSA for the Rec-
ipe and method..

Thank you,
Ralph (Two Tales) Jackson

Editor: Well said. We find the history
very interesting. Our hats are off to
whomever the original cook was!
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Email us for a special bulk rate to supply you
scout troop or organization at little over cost
shipping. Buy on an order over $75 and re-
ceive free shipping.

sales@topogear.com

TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader
interest stories. Please submit your story, trij
log, photos, recipes and humor. Subjects o
Climbing, Paddling, Cycling, Backpacking,

Horses, Search and Rescue, travel destinatio
and more! Send material to:

sales@topogear.com

TANZANIA, AFRICA From Page 1, Col 1

On route to the lodge in our diesel powered
Land Cruiser, we were greeted by herds of ele-
phants, giraffes, zebra, gazelle, wart hogs (called
Pumbdike in the Disney movie), wildebeest and
various bizarre species of birds... and that was
only in the first couple of hours of our trip before
wedd even driven onto K
servel

Our trip was broken into 4 legs over a three
week period. We began at Klien's Camp, moved
to the Lake Manyara Tree House Lodge (it liter-
ally was a group of beautiful and posh tree
houses). We then made our way to Ngorongoro
Crater Lodge (the largest volcanic crater on
Earth) and a place where our resort dwellings
looked like something Bilbo Baggins of Lord of
The Rings should be
tremely upscale to be sure.

*RUR-V +REELW +ROHYV

Some of the highlights of our trip (and there
were many) were the big cats (lions, leopards,
cheetah known asDumain Swabhili) and of
course, the huge herds of elephants known as
Tembo While on safari one morning we were
fortunate enough to stop within 50 yards of a
heard of 30 or more of these awmspiring
pachyderms. We watched adults, juveniles and
several babies while they ate and interacted with
each other in the tall grasses surrounded by a
grove of heavily thorned acacia trees (very simi-
lar to the kiawe trees introduced to the Hawaiian
islands by early missionaries). We could smell,
hear, and at times even feel the sounds the herd
made as they foraged less than a 100 feet from
our vehicle. Amazing!.

On the last day of our Klien's Camp safari we
planed to visit one of the nearby Maasai villages.
The Maasai are a proud, colorful, and noble
people that mainly raise cows, goats and live in
small fenced compounds callebomasThey
drink cows blood (to avoid killing their cattle)

mi xed with milk. Quite
told by the tribe!

! Their homes, designed and built by the
women, (their women do nearly all of the work)
are made of woven sticks that are then covered in
wet, cow dung and allowed to dry to form well
insulated rigid walls resembling stucco or mud
huts.

Continued on Page 3 Column'!
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