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Bye-bye bush babies and off we went tc
one of the natural wonders of the world
Ngorongoro Crater.

This is a difficult location to describe but if
you can imagine a 100 square miles of flat@MPS RS/ 1|
plains, located in the bottom of a staddike | T¢ reserve your vendor booth or receive
ring. Aring created by the surrounding moun- more info contact Carrie at702-346-7091
tains, forming in ef|foeemailcduckhs@bldckgamirigsomw a | e

. Gator (one of the team) had worked the
peaks of those walls reaching up to 6,200 fe ) ] ) ) )
night shift all night and was just getting off

(R
above sea level with a small air strip locate lt SMesquite ! work. We had the van gassed up, our gear
can’ '

near one of t he sum

Our small group piled into a van in Las
Vegas, early in the morning on May 16th.
All of us were excited about the upcoming
trip. We had 5 hours of driving ahead of us
fisrs.t.

visualize that, you have a good idea of wha
Ngoro looks like.

Now fill that stadium with savanna, desert,
shallow lakes, wet lands and streams to sup-

= \Aét a®e stashed, and sandwiches made up for the
”%’ 5 . I road trip. Gator showed up at the antici-
pated time. We threw his gear in, said our
goodbyes, and started the drive.

port a multitude of African big game, from Bullhead City we were a team of 4. Gator of Las Ve-A
Babua 50ish solitary bull elephant that is be-  River Regatta gas tn his ear 'y 500 S
lieved to display the largest living tusks in August 2011 -&13__ his late 5 O 0s, Dust i
Tanzania, possibly all of Africa. To various _E_"f']"fli",cjf!, to Las Vegas for the trip, gnd Josh of Las
el Vegas . Dustin and Jos

species of mongoose and wacky types of birds. i ) )
You really have to see this place to grasp its FOIks, itis that time of year again. Start We headed east into Arizona.  Crossing

vastness and uniqueness. There truly is n§'aking your plans, and secure your reser- the Colorado River at Hoover Dam. Cross-

place else like this on Earth. vations. Bullhead City is expecting the N Via the newly constructed bridge.

biggest and best year &% dopver Danphhypass pridggwasdhe o

first concretesteel composite arch bridge
built in the United States. It is also the
longest concrete arch in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The bridge at 840 feet above the
Colorado River, makes it the second highest
in the US.
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BesidesBabu (grandfather in Swahili) we also  py|lhead City River Regatta August 2011 Havasu Backpack Trip
got to see spotted hyenas very close, and in the day
light (they are normally nocturnal) . We observetdihe Bullhead City River Regatta will be bigger this For some of us this was the first time trav-
the relationship between a jackal (small coyote€ ar than ever bef ®raed elingToner the byidgea r Bhe distahoe seemsi

looking animal) and a male cheetah. The jackaf the Colorado Not only do we anticipate the larglike it is covered in the blink of an eye, when

actually snuck up and woke the cheetah up so th

S5t number of participants, but the Regatta has brewelling at highway speeds. It was disap-
. stretched out to three days! Events include: Wake fh@nting not being able to see anything be-
would go hunt. The jackal would then eat from thSlank wake boarding competition beginning Thurlsw. The sides are too high to view over.
scraps of its kill day, Aug 11" Kayak and Canoe racing on Friday, Some of us have Kayaked/Canoed the
RPN SN e S Aug. 12° the Ya Gotta Regatta Party Friday nigiolorado River just below the Bridge. It is

AP

& 7. Aug. 12" the Bullhead City River Regatta on Satugn impressive sight. Even more impressive

day, Aug. 1%¢ and, the Haft a wAste see itdaring itg coastructRro tSearch

Park! ortline for the many sites with photos and
info about theHoover Dam Bypass.

Wake the Plank
Wakeboarding at its most exciting! All ages, novics
and experts, battling for two days at Communit
P\ : Bartad ook 4 Park! Not a bad seat in the park! The event will b
Jackal waking o0Dumafo gng A¥A wakgbgard and wakeskate conts
along with a Pro wakeskate Pool Jam on Friday
night. Prize money is up for grabs for the Pros and'
product for all the AMA Classes. Thursday: Quali

Kayak, Canoe and Standup Paddleboad Race and
Float

An exciting 12mile race on the Colorado River from
Davis Dam to the Noiotorized Boat Launch at ) -
Don Sullivan Memorial Park, just down river fromand Headed for Klngmalj Arizona. The
Rotary Park. Past winners finished in just over 442d had been recently widened to 4 lanes
hour, final contestants crossed in 2 hours 45 minutd&h the new construction. We traveled
Racers start setting up at 5 a.m. at Davis Camp tﬁEFPUQh_ the desert for about 2 hour_s.
and drive their vehicles to Rotary Park. A shuttle vaiiiere is little development through this

" will bring contestants back to Davis Camp. Awardd€a. A couple small communities only.
will be handed out at Rotary Park. In Kingman we topped off the gas and
jumped on an old section of Route 66.

‘ ' Shandup Paddleboard Sp[rirﬁ Race Heading somewha
c i N 3

Catch Davidés final apte.r Next TO “/HISTORICN
A 43mlle sprint Davis Camp to the south side of tHyorth-easterly  toward

POGEAR Newsletter. He leaves Ngoro and flies Jpe small town of Peach
) — s

Photo Courtesy: Rick Beach

We soon left the Colorado River area

|
L

. ~ . Bullhead City Chamber of Commerce building
on to Zanzibar. Dondt _mi i _ rings
. _ Community Park. " Racing starts at 7.30 AM. ExPrings.
You may contact David through our emalil . TS 2
. pect the lead competitors to cross the finish line in Along the way we 7
sales@topogear.comor info@topogear.com . . ; . - .
- ~ abBut 20 mlgutes. Sta |Hgobeg(|)ns at Davis Ctamp apéssed by an old filling station that must
We certainly donédt do %VI o_ﬁ t0S hus'lclf’ . S
a.m. Shuttles will carty contestants and their boartlave been at an important location in

having to reduce image quality to meet publica- .
tion me mor y issues ba goVDlavdsanmp. ‘ﬁwaédrs] geremony f‘t Rotadtays gone by. Hackiémyw c

~ ) . Park. . 3
photob6s are availabl e, reproduced in art qua%n—eplyﬂm A great place

. and pufchase memorabilia. A red and
on canvas. Available framed or on canvas onIy.Y Gotta Regatta Part hit ft ked under th
Email TOPOGEAR and we will put you into & >ota Regatiararty white corvetie parked under the canopy

direct contact with David. When thousan .d s (_)_f p e o p Iskading ehe tgasmmp @ma® capudhtaotre |
. . . L . otta be a party! So, while participants assembdgre. All kinds of old iron, cars and parts
The images in this publication are low quality tq . . . .
their floats for the big Regatta, there will be musig@laced around the property. A must see

keep file size and downloading time to a mlnlmumfood, beverages and fun! Come and watch as somen t he way homeé.
of the most i maginativeéwéandnwatdageotulse ét rf]
TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader ing vessels ever conceived take shape on the Com- "o g %
e &

interest stories. Please submit your story, trifff munity Park and Davis Camp shoreline.
log, photos, recipes and humor. Subjects o
Climbing, Paddling, Cycling, Backpacking,
Horses, Search and Rescue, travel destinatiofls
and more! Send material to: (Continued on Page 3, Column 2)
sales@topogear.com

(Continued on Page 3, Column1l)
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Bullhead City River Regatta August 2011

5" Annual Bullhead City River Regatta

)

Started in 2006, the Bullhead City River Regatta

has grown from under 1,000 participants to an
mated 15,000 to 20,000 this year!

(1)

But Wait! Therebés Mor

Another recent and popular addition to the Bullh
City River Regatta is the River Home Awar
Homeowners along the Regatta route are en

QO @

aged to decorate their yards, shorefronts and docl
hold parties and cheer on the Regatta floater:

=0

Prizes will be award to the best decorated Re
home on the river!

©Q

Hafta Afta Party
Saturday morning and into the afternoon, reg
floaters wildl Il and at
where they will step ashore and into one, big,

a

day beach party! Food, beverages (of the soft al

beer kind) music and vendors of all sorts will g
floaters and landlubbers alike. Party all afternoc
then, the awards ceremony will announce the w
ners in the different categorie$EAMS (2-10)
MEGA TEAMS (11-20), SUPER TEAMS (21
plus), BEST OVERALL DECORATED FLOAT,
BEST DECORATED COMMERCIAL BUSINESS
FLOAT, RIVER HOMES CONTEST!

D

Come, celebrate the Colorado River at the 2G
Bullhead City River Regatta, August 113"

online

/,b@

Bullhead City

RIver Begsal

Information is available
www.bullheadregatta.conor call:
855 YA-GOTTA

a

Ya Gotta Regatta!!

b

A TOPOGEAR SPECIAL
Compass w/ Light & Whistle Combo

i
/00

Email us for a special bulk rate to supply your

scout troop or organization at little over cost +
shipping. Buy on an order over $75 and receijg
free shipping.
sales@topogear.com

TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader in-
terest stories. Please submit your story, trip
log, photos, recipes and humor. Subjects on
Climbing, Paddling, Cycling, Backpacking,
Horses, Search and Rescue, travel destinatiofli
and more! Send material to:

sales@topogear.com

Q
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Havasu Falls Backpack Trip 2011

Home Depot.
sors. We experimented with several desi
Normal hole punches work good for creat]
We arrived at the Hualapai Hill top Trailhead vent holes. Simple or more complex they w
'Sﬁgrly afternoon. Monday May 16th. The park-about the same. They need some air holes
ing lot was packed. Not an area to sleep over i§imple half slit on both ends will allow you
you would happen to arrive late in the day. Ifconnect them to create a ring. The ring shoul
lydu could sleep in your car that might be OK.  slightly wider, diameter wise, than your p
ad | wouldnét sack out
sSlour vehicle as some suggest. If parking alongll around is best. The ring when on the gro
Y rising rock wall of the parking lot, beware of stove inside and on the ground, should ex
sﬂing rocks on both your vehicle and your head.above the stove base, about 1 to 2 inches h
aH‘E'leou have 1 1/2 to 2 hours of light left, we than the base of the pot.

suggest making it down the switchbacks and Experiment at home before you leave.
camping out ,up off the trail in the rock ledges ofmade ours so we could roll them slightly sma
the wash. than the pot when not in use. My shield, 4
tta |n fact we planned our trip with this in mind. can stove and titanium spoon fits nicely ing
! iRtk gcﬁéﬂulef&}]ral?uﬂ fhoor \Weék! gecn%/%&.c'lkhe shields proved their worth du
I%adly we planned to trail camp on a high ledgeour trip. Several days were very windy.

At the base of the switchbacks. Both decisions Once your last meal is cooked, you can &
ywvorked out.  Unfortunately there was cloudany excess fuel. This eliminates nearly all
irover that prevented us having the surreal mooweight associated with stove, fuel and fuel §
view we had the previous year. But there wasge container. You now have the weight of
ample light to move around without a flashlightaluminum can and the empty platypus blad
once your night vision adjusted. Others might have a heaver stove, and n

We were at our spot about 2 miles down fromcanisters to pack out.D(0 n 6 t | eave
the Trailhead by late afternoon. We set up easilyo lower weighd PACK IT OUT)
pefore dusk, had our meal and laid around talk-
ing about the trip. We were outside our tents i elLdjht My Firedo Magnesi um
laying on the warm sandstone watching the sumools. For around $13 including tax you can
go down. Somet i me | atheane thakinclwdesk an ememeéncy.signal e
nap! ) tle. Even lights in the rain. Lightweight and y

With the sun dropping behind the distantcan hang it on a dog tag chain, a lanyard,
higher canyon wall to our west, a slight chill in zipper pull, or carry in your pocket. They lit g
the air started settling in. Time for that warmstoves up perfectly.
sleeping bag already laid out in the tent and Two of us hadGossamerGear Backpac
waiting. | think all of us were dozing in a few An older Mariposa, and a new one. | would
minutes. | know | slept straight through andto thank Grant from GossamerGear for the
woke up to the early morning light starting to sonal attention provided in fixing me up with
illuminate the tent. It was tough getting out ofcorrect pack. The Mariposa has 3 torso sizes
that nice warm bag, and slipping on my shortsa variety of waist belt lengths. It is important
in the cool of the morning. A turtle fur shell get them right.
jacket provided comforting warmth.

We opted to go light as possible. Our targes wi t chbacks) | wasno
pack weight was 30 Ibs including water and anyfolded my Mattress Pad several times
belt accessory and pocket item weight. | waslipped it in the pocket that seemed to be
slightly over but carrying 4 liters of water since for that purpose(Probably had instructions
we were doing an overighter on the trail. | never read).anyway that proved to be a pr
probably could have made it with 2 liters andlem. It pushed the pack away from my b
saved about 3 Ibs. moving the center of gravity too far back. 1 1

We all carried the beer/soda can type homelike | had twice the weight, and the pull on
made alcohol stoves. In hindsight these provedhoulder from the straps was very uncomforta
to be a great choice. Plans are on the internetiNormally | test gear before a trip but did not
You can also find construction methods in onethe pack in this case).
of our previous TOPOGEAR Newsletter issues. With only 2 miles to do, | grinned and ba

Platypus makes a 0.6L/17 oz bladder. Wat not wanting to slow anyone going down
filled them with 16 oz (each person) of dena-switchbacks. Tomorrow | would
tured alcohol for our heating needs. 1 oz will
normally boil about 2 cups of water. We used
folded aluminum foil last year for wind shields.
This year we made more durable ones from Alu-

(Continued on Page 4, Column 1)

mi num Flashing found atéééééécéé.

It is light enough to cut with s¢

Most of us didn't carry matches. 2 of us ¢
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More and more evidence of water is seen.
We drop down a steep part of the trail and
make a long sweeping turn to our left. About
a mile out of the village now, we come up on
the only sign marking the trail. Large green
trees appear down the trail toward the village.
We can hear the gurgle of rushing water.

(Continued from Page 3, Column 3)
Havasu Falls Backpack Trip 2011

experiment and repack my gear.

| repacked heavy items in the bottom and kg
the pack as thin as possible between my back
the far rear vertical outside of my pack. | co
pressed everything as much as | could using
packds over the top s ;
weight shock cord. Oh what a difference! Theg & b X W ekl '
had to be instructions | never read. . 4

| felt as if 20 Ibs had been removed from sy % " "
pack. | still had 3 of the 4 liters of water so | kno - ARt ,“- s s .
that di dnot make the ol . cC e, i
method proved to be ideal for me. It only got bette'y“%S O¥ IJEI&mgeth%ug% an ever Ee@ﬁeﬁng i
because much of the weight was being consumé’&aSh that heads gradually toward the Village o
over the next 5 days. The switchbacks on the Ia&¢pai. 8 miles Trail head to Village, with a 300(
day were bad as expected but the pack weight fiydescent. Add 2 more miles to the Campgrou

then seemed mini mallght. . what a Great Ultra 1“'?;&:»}5.3,5
pack. I candt say enou@iy 22w Huesddy twe lefl ourtbrpPdrim : » ]
%Zngy last years weight with just the packympsite high in the rocks, behind us. We have 1 Mile to the Village of Supai

. ) . about 6 miles (8 miles total Trail head to Village) . . ) .
The GossamerGear Mariposaill easily carry The last mile to the village is spent following

your gear, extra clothes, and food. We went for% fagt paced walklp g to reach the Vilage (.)fa fast flowing steam of clear cold water. The
days and had enough food for six. The outside 8Pai. Another 2 miles beyond that to the desig- q i iod with | ¢ \rrigati
the pack is lined with 3 deep web pouches. Grezated Campground just below Havasu Falls. Thg,al 1S capople with large rges. rrlga.lon
for your trail snacks, Water Filter, snake bite kityillage leg of this trip would take us about 3 @tches split off from t.he stream in several ‘.’"ec'
and any necessities you might want quickly withowours from our overnight spot. IIOI"!S, apparently slgrtmg both sides of the village
digging through your pack.  Both of us that used \ye wak a dry wash for 4 miles of this before O 'ts travel downhill

GossamerGear Mariposa packs, purchased Wg start seeing evidence of water and more green We drop down once again and enter a large

items. They were not a sponsored product. This'I . i
a trip reportyrecommendatlijon from 2pof us that us nts.. \We meet oooming, O.r are passed, by an ?op\);grir:/; |fgéveV§rt;?Li¥li2;nzf r‘?l?e Sniz:i?wsg)z:tﬁ
them. occasionally horse/mule train, and fellow back- h hth ,”' < d d I d with
Another great comfort and weight reducer waspackers. t roqg t e.VI age Is dusty and line .Wlt fences
on either side. Homes and fenced in small pas-

inflatable pillow by EXPED. The EXPED Airpil- N : s )
low. | had the Ruby Red. This item is 85 g/3 . tures carve out section after section. Horses in
and smaller than a fist when packed. They evemds
attach to the EXPED mattresses if you have o 3
Alas | had another brand. These are comforta
and dondt seem to move=WN
even when not attached EXPED did not sponsori,lg',
either. This is a trip report recommendation from'2«.
of us that used them. -
A couple of us carried Therarest sleeping e
mats, another carried an EXPED. While | was com(-;:~
fortable on my Therrarest | was jealous of the<}
EXPED that seemed to be 2 to 2 1/2 inches thigk®

some, and steers in others. Small homes, some
nice and fairly well kept, others not so well kept,
horses staked out just an arms length from the
db6r.2 Bogs everywhere,. The dogs all seemed
friendly and willing to take a free hasalt.
Feed them and they trot along side you on the
trail for miles.

It also had an internal pumpl/valve. | have to check -
these out further before my next trip.

Horse/Mule Train on the trail

These trains of pack animals are carrying
gear, mail, and goods between the Trail head aj@
the Village. There are no roads in or out. Whil&s
hiking you have to stay vigilant and make suri. ’
you get out of the way. Often the animals are U
-tethered, and running full speed. Many timeg
there are hard sided coolers lashed to their bac
An unsuspecting person walking along listening The Main path through the Village
to an MP3 player could easily be cold cocked in
the back of the head and knocked to the The trail winds thl’OUgh the different plOtS of
land and homes. Eventually we come to the
camp registration office in the village. Here
This is a view of our trail camp with the first mornf§ TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader Jf registrations are checked. We are signed in and

ing light. About 2 miles in from the trail head. interest stories. Please submit your story§l each given a tag to get us access to the camp:
trip log, photos, recipes and humor. Sub- ground 2 miles away.

We broke camp early, after firing up the stoves arji J€cts on Climbing, Paddling, Cycling, Back-

brewing some hot coffee and instant oatmeal. Thy Packing, Horses, Search and Rescue, travi

air was cool, the packs felt good. Supai village wils destinations and more! Send material to:

6 miles to go, all downhill! sales@topogear.com

groundé. . or worse.

(Continued on Page 5, Column 1)
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From the last home on the edge of the village
the trail meanders through large tree cover. The
rushing river leaving the village comes close to
the left side of the trail. Large bundles of chain
link fencing material and bound up rocks are
placed along the bank. Floods are common in
this canyon. We soon see evidence of last years
flood. It occurred after our 2010 trip. We would
soon learn the terrain had changed in many
places.

The trail from this point starts descending,
and at several points rather steeply. We soon
reach the first waterfalls. At one time called
Navajo Falls, | believe. A previous flood had
changed it before we first saw it in 2010. Now in
2011 it again changed from what we had seen.

. g . > or
In the village we visited the store, replenishe\élve bglleve_ this is now called Spring Falls? Still
nning with the reds of the rocks, and the aqua

our water, had a banana, and downed an ice ¢ H
Fe color of the clear water.

X .N 8 \x

Gatorade. Attached to the same building is a sm
US Post Office. We all sent out postcards.

understand this is one of two places in the US, t&%¢
the mail is still carried via mule/pack train.  Thy ,
postmark on the mail says it all. We had to have
It made it home before we did!

Havasu Falls May 17th, 2011
Click image to view video from 2010 trip

Havasu Falls and the pool below have
changed once again. The pool area is much
smaller. It is natural for mother nature to make
changes. The water temperature here remains
fairly constant throughout the year at around 70
degrees.

The high mineral content and carbonate pre-

We soon pass this falls and drop down tcciPitate account for the formation of natural

After a brief rest, we threw the packs back on afjbam level, crossing the stream on a fooflams. Up stream the water percolates through a
headed through the village toward the waterfalls @Fﬁige. As we climb up the small rise on thelimestone layer and picks up a high concentration
campground area. The building next to the store Wagr side of the stream we pass a cemetery. N carbon dioxide. This in turn can dissolve
the clinic, then the school. At another turn, a smghnuments sticking up as you might expect. Acalcium rock in the ground water. Then the wa-
church. We were passing several homes andgthegn says fANo Phot ogr Eplaws gut obthesgsoynd the carbomgioxide és
irrigation ditch came to intersect the right side of th&d that and moved along the trail. released into the atmosphere. This allows the
trail near the last few homes. Up high, several hun-The canyon narrowed and you could soorflissolved calcium carbonate to precipitate and
dred feet on the right, we also see a couple of |3{ggr the next waterfalls. The trail is at the heighform travertine dams and terraces, creating beau-
water tanks. We assume these supply the villag84avasu Falls. Then the trail suddenly drops atiful pools.

Also seen are various kinds of antennas. about a 45 degree angle. The overlook to the Most of the terraces below Havasu Falls were

We had met a teacher in the village. He comegg is at the edge of a sheer drop of aroundlestroyed during last years flood. But as with
week each month. He hails from Colorado. He Raghft. You are looking at the tops of larger cot-nature, it is ever changing. It also makes trips in
answered an ad and applied for the job. Months Ig§giyood trees, the agimue pool of water be- Subsequent years a new experience each time.
he was contacted. A likable guy who even offeigg, standing there with a deafening roar of the The Canyon shown off the left in the photo
us access to his home should we need water, gtz \What a trip! What a view! The mist of above of Havasu Falls, is Carbonate Canyon.

Old Navajo Falls area, now Spring Falls?
Last years Supai Village Postmark

room, etc. We asked about cell phone service. W&falls blowing in our face.
had all left ours in the vehicle) He said it was spQ
and depended on the cell carrier whether your p & OPOGEAR is always looking for reader
would even work.  He had retired as a teacher |fin
stated to us, when as
felt i ke |1 still had
said goodbye and wished him well. Now in reflg
tion | wished we had traded contact information. [He seatirEiteE sl el e e e
could probably pass on some really good life storigs. sales@topogear.com

€ tqip Ioﬂ,tb%tost‘ rgcipets and I|§umotr. I~$ﬁb-
(]e'atg on él%ﬁir?g,rb'addlfnge, Cy!:liﬁgf Backd

CI'nterest stories. Please submit your story §|

“packing, Horses, Search and Rescue, travi

We will touch on that later in the article as part
of a day trip/hike. Throughout the area there are
old mine tunnels. Some are small and more than
likely did not produce anything. There is one up
Cdrbbnate ICanyon, with what looks like some

nmajorextavation. L@V tunnels, side tunnels and

iron rails that are still on the floor of the main
tunnel.

(Continued on page 6, Column 1)
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