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Just in time for the

River Regatta
(Bullhead City, AZ)

These are the new toys we are using in 0
rental fleetstand up paddleboardgVhile they
will never replace kayaks it is a real hoot tc

Bullhead City
River Regatta
August 11,12, 13
2011
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Bullhead City
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Biver Bey

Folks, it is that time of year again. Sta
making your plans, and secure your reser
tions. Bullhead City is expecting the bigge
year

and best ever .

use one.We have brought in a variety of sizes

in plastic that are stable and capable of giving

a great ride to anyone up to about 32
pounds. One of the great things about them i

that as you are paddling along you are looking

at the bottom with no glare that you usually
see from a seated positioiit is truly amazing
what you can see in the wateKou can use
these on the river, the lake, and the Black Cal

We will be renting them for the regatta for
the stand up paddleboard race which is o
Friday this year the 12th Price is $35 for the
rental plus the $15 for the race entry..... W
can also bring them north for a Black Canyo
Run, or rent them out for Willow Beach with
special arrangements. Contact HeleDesert
River Outfitters

Saturday, August Bth e 10am-3pm
n- s
See full page ad in this issue
To reserve your vendor booth or receive
N more info contact Carrie at702-346-7091
or email cduclos@blackgaming.com
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THE WRONG PLACE
AT THE RIGHT TIME

Despite the best planning and experi-
ence, mother nature can alter an adven-
ture trip. This is part 2 of a 2 part arti-
cle. See Part 1 in the July 2011 Issue of
the TOPOGEAR Newsletter.

va-

Part one of the trip log, moved us
thibugim thet plamnming and raparation stage.
| had driven to the trailhead and slept over-
night in the back of my truck. The next
morning | had set off on the backpacking
trip and all was well.

From the last issue..

The solo experience was enjoyable. It
gave me lots of time to reflect on things of
the past as well as those of the future. There
was no responsibility of worrying about
anyone, and no time table to meet. | just had
to make it back to the truck in 4 or 5 days. |
was heading north on the PCT toward Thou-
sand Islands Lake. At this point nearly all
expectations of the trip had been met. My
vision of the coming days was to make the
lake, then break out the collapsible fishing
rod and reel. | wanted to try for some trout.
Another was to dive off the rocky shore
somewhere, to rinse the sweat and trail dust
off me. | imagined the water temperature
would be slightly above that of melted
snowébrrr! After |
| was having second thoughts about that
vision. Maybe a little stinky is OK?

(Continues on Page 2 Column 2)
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The Bullhead City River Regatta will be bigger th
b e f Binates!
of the Colorado Not only do we anticipate th
largest number of participants, but the Regatta
been stretched out to three days! Events incliff®¥ knees, hips, and lower back wg
Wake the Plank wake boarding competition beg
ning Thursday, Aug 11 Kayak and Canoe racin
on Friday, Aug. 19, the Ya Gotta Regatta Par
Friday night Aug. 19, the Bullhead City River

year than ever

Regatta on Saturday, Aug. ¥
Afta Party at Rotary Park!

and, t

Wake the Plank

Wakeboarding at its most exciting! All ages, ng
ices and experts, battling for two days at Comn

nity Park! Not a bad seat in the park! The event

be a Pro and AMA wakeboard and wakeskate ¢
test along with a Pro wakeskate Pool Jam on Fr

night. Prize money is up for grabs for the Pros

product for all the AMA Classes. Thursday: Qua
fying 9 am. to 6 p.m. Friday: Championshi

9a.m. to 3 p.m. Pro Pool Jam: 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Kayak, Canoe and Standup Paddleboad Rac

and Float

An exciting 1tmile race on the Colorado River,
from Davis Dam to the NoMotorized Boat
Launch at Don Sullivan Memorial Park, just doy

river from Rotary Park. Past winners finished
just over an hour, final contestants crossed i
hours 45 minutes. Racers start setting up at 5
at Davis Camp then and drive their vehicles to

tary Park. A shuttle van will bring contestants b3
to Davis Camp. Awards will be handed out at H

tary Park.

Standup Paddleboard Sprint Race
A 4-mile sprint Davis Camp to the south side of
Bullhead City Chamber of Commerce building

Community Park. Racing starts at 7.30 A.M. B
pect the lead competitors to cross the finish ling
about 20 minutes. Staging begins at Davis Cam
5 a.m. Shuttles will carry contestants and th
boards back to Davis Camp. Awards ceremony

Rotary Park.

Ya Gotta Regatta Party

When thousands of people meet in one pl
thereds gotta be a pa
semble their floats for the big Regatta, there will
music, food, beverages and fun! Come and w.
as some of the most i
é floating vessels ev
the Community Park and Davis Camp shoreline.

Continued on page 3

(Continued from Page 1 Column 3 Wrong Place at the Right Time)

The first day | made it to the point where the San Joaquin River falls out of the lake. Flov
its way down to the valley below. | had actually come farther than planned for the first day.
This yearés th 3
cMy hips certainly knew it. That hea
pack really took its toll on my jointgs

iqling me. Even with all the cond
dioning I did, | was hurting now. Ong
t)'/ took the pack off, | knew | was do
for that day. It was late afternoon afss
way. 1ad carted a gallon of watdg
Something that wasn't necessary Ssi
there was adequate water sources a
the way. So as the sun disapped
wver a distant peak, | pitched my tq
rand laid out my sleeping bag.
wvill That anticipated afternoon weat
d¢vad rolled in. It brought with it hea
ddguds and a drastic drop in tempsg
atwte. | could smell the rain that was
lits way toward me.

ps

1

1 the distant rumble of thunder . During pre
£ ration of my early evening meal, it started

o cold rain. | stashed all my food, toothpa
he soap, etc in the bear proof container,

&trung it up in a distant tree. | didn't want any bear visits in the middle of the night. | knew
r{han to have something in the tent. | was beginning to think the bears might be heading for
»tjgn with as chilly as it was. The storm was nearly on me now. Some of the thunder was
gap of the flash. The thunder was kind of scary. Spooky the way it echoed. | never exper
&torm in the mountains sounding this way. | quickly made a deeper trench around my tent

vgater, then made a last check for dead branches above me. | had selected a location that
tered by some large rocks. | crawled in my tent and unlashed my wet boots. The thunder w

t

damp and chilly.
aceThe lightning and thunder passed rather quickly but the rain was coming down hard.

heavy cloud cover.
fohe cold woke me sometime near midnight.

was in the low twenties or high teens.
enough | couldn't drift back to sleep. But | remained in my bag for its warmth.

(Continued on page 4, Column 2)

ving 0

| started seeing flashes of lightning and
pa-

to

rain. The interval between the lightning and

2C the thunder was beginning to shorten. | knew
the storm would be on me soon. | had my
rain pants and jacket on by now. It was a

ste,
and

bette

hiberr
right

ence
o divi
was
s boc

ing around me. | stripped off my clothes and pulled the sleeping bag up around me. Everything f

t didr
rsqugdi as iBibwouldwstep Joan. I was pitthcblagk dnnow. Ne sioon or starlight because of th
| fell asleep listening to the constant patter of the rain drops hitting the tel
It was now silent except for the gurgle of the rive
igh wasanearby, éushing ever the racksroan igs avaywdewnhill. My sleeping bag was rated for zel
elagrees. ol had & zippasl dip ali thekvay and washavinga mard time keeping warm. My guess wa
During the last few hours of morning darkness, | had sle
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5" Annual Bullhead City River Regatta

Started in 2006, the Bullhead City River Reg:
has grown from under 1,000 participants to an
mated 15,000 to 20,000 this year!

Prizes will be award to the best decorated Re
home on the river!

Hafta Afta Party
Saturday morning and into the afternoon, reg
floaters wildl Il and at
where they will step ashore and into one, big,
day beach party! Food, beverages (of the soft
beer kind) music and vendors of all sorts will g
floaters and landlubbers alike. Party all afternc
then, the awards ceremony will announce the
ners in the different categorie$EAMS (2-10)
MEGA TEAMS (11-20), SUPER TEAMS (2
plus), BEST OVERALL DECORATED FLOAT
BEST DECORATED COMMERCIAL BUSINES
FLOAT, RIVER HOMES CONTEST!

Come, celebrate the Colorado River at the 2
Bullhead City River Regatta, August 113"
Information is available online
www.bullheadregatta.conor call:

855 YA-GOTTA
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What do feral cats and zoo animals have in common?

AN International Chili Society Chili Cook Off event to help raise money to care for them.

attas and fun. Bring the family and spend a day helping the animals.
To learn more about the eventisit www.c5-tnr.org

Bonnie Springs Ranch Chili Cook Off
Las Vegas, Nevada

i

}Saturdgy, September 10, 2011 10an

S

more information

liams at dwilliams@c5-tnr.org or 702-900-3863

0 ]
Debbie Wil

{
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Live Music

¥y

Photos with Cowboys and Dance Hall girls i
Old West Show

Ya Gotta Regatta!!

/,E@

Bullhead City

RIver Begarbia

Food and Beverages
Miss Chili Pepper & Mr. Hot Stuff Contest

Shoot ‘n Holler

Admission Fees

A TOPOGEAR SPECIAL
Compass w/ Light & Whistle Combo

i
/00

Email us for a special bulk rate to supply your
scout troop or organization at little over cost +

shipping. Buy on an order over $75 and receijg

free shipping.
sales@topogear.com

TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader in-
terest stories. Please submit your story, trip
log, photos, recipes and humor. Subjects on
Climbing, Paddling, Cycling, Backpacking,

Horses, Search and Rescue, travel destinatio

and more! Send material to:

sales@topogear.com

$10 per person
(includes access to Zoo, Old Town, and Train Ride,
and all the activities)

Shoot ‘n Moo
Kid’s Activities

Pettlng Zoo Tickets can be purchased at the gate, via PayPal,

Shop Vendor Row or by check!

Tons of Fun and so much more! PayPal:

www.c5-tnr.org

By Check:

C5
P. O. Box 570683
Las Vegas, NV 89157

1)

i
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~ Directions to Bonnie Springs Ranch

Take Charleston heading west towards
ﬂRed Rock Canyon and follow the signs

Proceeds to benefit non profit organizations: Bonnie Springs Zoo and Community Cat Coalition of Clark

esti-
Come out to Bonnie Springs Ranch (Las Vegas, Nevada area) on Saturday, September 10, 2011
10am to 5pm and join in the fun and festivities. Your support will provide funds to reduce the ove

But Wait! Thereds Mor ehdyylation of feral and domestic abandoned cats in Clark County through humane Trap, Neuter,
Anothgr recent and pppular addmon to the Bullhg eturn programs. The funds will also help Bonnie Springs' Zoo with ongoing care and maintepanc
City River Regatta is the River Home Awards .

Homeowners along the Regatta route are en :()lt.rll? animals.

aged to decorate their yards, shorefronts and docks,

hold parties and cheer on the Regatta floaterbne $10 fee will give you access to the zoo, Old Town, the Chili Cook Off, vendors, and other acti
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As dim light let me look out and start to make out objects, | saw why the rain drops had stopped. It
changed to snow somewhere in the night. The ground was totally blanketed in several inches |of s
Man was it cold! | got up to make some coffee to find my water frozen. | scooped up some snow and f
up the stove. It even seemed reluctant to work. The sun was just coming up now and the snow fall st
changing back to rain. | was in full rain gear and my sweatshirt trying to stay warm. | had just finished

Be sure to attend the Boy Scout Trog coﬁeg, when it stgrted a heavy downpoqr of rain. . . . |

. I climbed back into my tent and back into my sleeping bag to wait out the rain. My tent wasn't really h
VSRQVRUHG’%M'H'@&“&"@ t to look out th d flap. Thankful my tent at least h
RXWp 7KLV HYHQW LV O w Ltac naor}glplyﬁ wrnﬁd 0 look ou esgreene ap. ankful my en.a easthad a s

.S overhand to eep the falling raln out. For the longest time | lay there and watched rivers of rungff we
Troops from all over Ohio will be compet . . .
. L o . stream past, through the trenches | had dug. Funny how your mind wonders. As a little stick floated |
ing for individual trophies in categories suc . o . . .

. . thought of a little boy playing in a gutter of rain water with a homemade boat. It was coming down hard
as: Model Campsite, Gateway and Dutclj . . . .

. : . didndédt appear it would end anyti me soon. Thie
Oven Cooking. An overall winner will alsofl = . . . - . -
enjoyable. Being cooped up in the small tent was beginning to be claustrophobic. The humidity was r
be crowned for the event, then have to rg- . . . .
. A ing everything feel wet. | now focused my concern on perhaps an even colder night. With things as we
turn the following year to defend their win. Lo .
they felt, it might be a mistake to stay.
Get out and support your youth and th . . . . .
o . The rain had long ago washed away the snow in my immediate area. | could still see snow acros
Boy Scout Organization. Submitted by . . . L
Troop 332 river in the tucks of rocks. But | had seen that yesterday before the rain had started. As it rained st
P SIéE FULL PAGE FLYER most of the morning, | neared a decision | was contemplating. | calculated | could move fairly quickly be
to my truck if the rain appeared like it would not let up. | thought | could make it in 4 hours if | lightened n
pack. That would give me an extra hour or so of daylight as a fudge factor. One problem was, | infende
take the lower River trail back. Not the High trail | had used to get to this point. | wasn't sure of gnyth
since | had no concept of the trail. At this time the lower trail only existed as a plotted line on my topo m
| knew the distance but not the difficulty. Topo map elevation lines, seemed to indicate it might be easiel
was about 10am at this point. | was going to make the final decision around noon.

Noon rolled around as the rain continued to fall hard. | separated gear and food | was going to |eave
hind. | kept the essentials in case | got stranded in the dark on my way back. | might have to sleep the
in the woods. | buried the rest of my food and gear, rolled a large rock on it, then made a waypoint on
GPS of the location. Should the rain suddenly stop, | thought | would return and continue on. | headec
downstream. | was in full rain gear, and under a full cold downpour. | had dumped my water. Water wa:
around me at this point. In fact, it was even making it through my suit in places. My boots and socks v
squishing wet. If | got caught in the dark it would not be a fun night.

The river was beautiful. | passed through what looked like a camp people had used with pack hor

=)

TOPOGEAR is always looking for reader
interest stories. Please submit your stor
trip log, photos, recipes and humor. Sub
jects on Climbing, Paddling, Cycling,
Backpacking, Horses, Search and Rescug
travel destinations and more! Send mate

rial to: Sales@topogear.com

Desert River Oultfitters is located in Bull-
head City Arizona in Northwestern Ari-
zona on the lower Colorado River. We
provide kayak and canoe sales, rentals arfj
guided river trips around the tristate area
of Arizona, Nevada and California

Desert River Outfitters

Funny the things that catch your eye. This trail was more defined and easy to follow. | plotted my |posi
several times with my GPS against my topo map. | could see my backtrack route of the high trall on
GPS when scaled out to a broader range. That trail was 1000 to 1500 ft above me.

(Continued on page 5)
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