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Bonnie Springs  

Chili Cook -Off  

Las Vegas, Nevada  Area 

September 10, 2011 

 

     Las Vegas, come out and support this 

benefit event.  Donõt miss this family 

event on Saturday starting at 10AM.   

     All you cyclists stick some money in 

your pocket and ride out to Bonnie 

Springs just past Red Rock park.  You 

Red Rock hikers, do the same.  Then 

finish your day at Bonnie Springs. 

     Admission includes the Train Ride, 

Petting Zoo, Old Town and all the activi-

ties.  Tons of fun with a ICS Chili Cook 

Off, Western Show, Silent auction, Bid 

on a Green Bay Packers team signed Su-

per Bowl XLV football, Food, Drink and 

more. 

     There will be vendor booths with 

tempting food, drinks, crafts and more.  

     See the TOPOGEAR event booth.  

We  will be bringing tons of merchandise.  

Your chance to pick up some nice items 

at discounted prices.  Email us for items 

you need.  We will order for you and save 

you the postage. 

     See the full page add, and numerous 

vendor ads in this issue. 

     Again this is a benefit to raise 

moneyé.so give a little for a lot in return.  

SEE YOU THERE!  

     See the full page ad on page 15 for 

directions, time and events.   

     See pages 16, 17 & 18 for just 

some of the attending vendors. 

     

To reserve your vendor booth or receive 

more info contact Carrie at 702-346-7091 

or email cduclos@blackgaming.com 

Green River Trip  

Green River, Utah  

Be sure and get our upcoming October 2011 

issue.  We plan on an article about a remote 

stretch of  the Green River.  We did the sec-

tion from Crystal Geyser to Mineral Bot-

toms.  A 50+ mile section of  the Green 

River.  We are looking for your info and 

photos to be combined in this article. 

     Our small flotilla was all kayaks, but we 

saw canoes, rafts, and inflatable floats that 

looked like oversized inner tubes.   

     The best time for this trip is late spring 

when the water is flowing better.  We are 

trying to time this article for those that 

might be planning a 2012 adventure.   

    We welcome guide service info and their 

photos too.  FREE ad space for you. 

Email to:  info@topogear.com 
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Clarion River Yakpacking Trip  

North Western Pennsylvania 

Article and Photos Courtesy of  

Dustin Beach 

     The Clarion River winds through treed 

hillsides of Northwestern Pennsylvania.  

While not an extremely fast flowing river, be 

aware, there are some hazards and rapids to 

maneuver.  

     While floating the river, the forest of long 

standing trees grow right to the streams 

edge.  Around every twist or bend you see 

magnificent views.  The area is lush with 

vegetation and rarely a sign of any buildings 

or power wires.  With all the tree cover it 

provides a great sense of  isolation. 

     The Clarion is a major tributary to the 

Allegheny River.   The section from Ridg-

way, Pennsylvania to the "Irwin Run Ac-

cess" is designated as a National Wild and 

Scenic River.  We make the drive from 

northeastern Ohio several times each sum-

mer to do this trip.  We enjoy yakpacking 

(Kayak Camping) while floating the river.   

See full page ad in this issue 

mailto:cduclos@blackgaming.com
http://www.casablancaresort.com/
mailto:info@topogear.com
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                   (Continued from page 1, Col 1 The Clarion)  

The area rich with early American history.  Many of the current 

roads of the area follow original Native American foot paths.  

Scattered through the hills and along the river are old cemeteries 

with birth dates on stones dating in the 1700õs, ghost towns, old 

quarries, machinery, abutments of old bridges and buildings,  

old railway beds, and trails. 

     We put in at Johnsonburg Access 41°28'45.58"N 78°

40'21.90"W .  This is at Johnsonburg, PA.  We float/paddle just 

over 13 miles on day 1, to camp overnight.  We set off on day 2 

and travel the river to Irwin Run, slightly over another 12 miles.  

The total trip is 25.4 miles.  The trip takes some coordination of 

vehicles for dropping off and picking up of kayak/canoes.  Be 

sure to research and plan your trip in advance. 

     We started our  trip at Johnsonburg Access (Johnsonburg, PA) 

which is located south of town.  There is an access road near the 

intersection of RT 219 and RT 255.  Johnsonburg was originally 

called Quay, first settled in 1810.  It was once considered a prosper-

ous and growing town along the Clarion River.  Former US Presi-

dent Ulysses S. Grant used to visit during and after his presidency 

to fish with other retired Civil War generals that had lived there. 

     There are many points of interest along the river on day 1  Whistletown Dam 41°27'13.66"N 78°42'38.19"W is the first notable point.  This area was 

once a thriving lumbering community.  The dam was breeched years ago.  It is passable but we use caution while paddling through.  Nothing worse than 

wet gear. 

     Loves Canoe Rental comes up next.  Just off RT 219, located on Main Street in downtown Ridgeway, PA 41°25'15.96"N 78°44'03.02W.   Ridgeway, 

built in the late 1800's takes you back to the Victorian Era.  Once a flourishing lumber community it claimed it had more millionaires per capita than any 

other town in the U.S.  Loves Canoe Rental is next to the Clarion River Bridge.  They offer all types of supplies for camping, hunting, reloading, fishing, 

skiing and more.  They also offer bike rentals and repair.  A great place to stop off and shop their store, or rent a bike and ride around town. 

     The next notable point must be met with CAUTION!.  We come up on Idewild Cut Rapids.   These are located just before and below a railroad trestle 

41°22'45.15"N 78°46'38.63", near the end of the first days trip.  The water level varies causing these rapids to vary.  During safe water levels you need not 

portage around, but be prepared.  It is best to get out above the rapids and scope them out before you run them for the first time. 

 

 

http://dlove.ncentral.com/
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A TOPOGEAR SPECIAL  

Compass w/ Light & Whistle Combo  

 

 

 

 

 

Email us for a special bulk rate to supply your 

scout troop or organization at little over cost + 

shipping.  Buy on an order over $75 and receive 

free shipping. 

sales@topogear.com 

     Our first nights camp is a short distance down-

stream of the Idewild Cut Rapids.  It makes for a 

great place to enjoy the water and companionship 

around a nice campfire.  We've cooled off in the 

water and rounded up some wood to build a fire.  

With the fire going and dusk settling in we have 

time to kick back and enjoy a cold beverage from 

the cooler we toted along.  The tents are up and 

dinner is preparedéahhhh..what a trip!  No prob-

lems with the pesky black bears on this trip.  We 

drift off to sleep and wake to a cool morning and 

the sound of birds. 

     With breakfast behind us, and the gear loaded 

in the boats, we start off on day two.  Traveling 

downstream we soon see the tributary of  Toby 

Creek flowing into the Clarion on the left.  We are 

near the Ghost town of Carmen at the mouth of 

the Toby.  Carmen was once the joining point of 

three railroads, and home of a large hotel.  Now 

you would find it difficult to search for history on 

the town, or even locate it on a map. 

     At the confluence of Toby Creek and the Clarion there are the Little Toby Riffles 41°21'58.67"N 78°49'31.84"W.  They creates some excitement running 

the small riffles in your boats. You can run through these,  or veer off to the left and paddle up Toby Creek.  You can pull up to the bank and explore the area.  

That is if time permits? 

     Up Toby Creek, perhaps three quarters of a mile is the Croyland Ghost Town.  This whole area can be a great side hike.  There was once a 11.8 mile rail-

road  route between Croyland and Hamilton operated by the Clarion River Railway and the Pennsylvania Railroad.   

     Further up Toby Creek there are other Ghost towns.  Grove, Short Mill, Blue Rock & Vineyard.  At Blue Rock there is a swinging bridge.  The swinging 

bridge attracts visitors today.  Bike riders are also able to bike across the stream at this point. Along the banks of Toby Creek you will be following a trail 

system (The Clarion/Little Toby Trail) that runs between Ridgeway PA and Brockway, PA.  For those of you that hike or bike, this is another fantastic trip of 

around 18 miles.  The area is full of old Ghost Towns, old Railroad beds, Garochi Quarry Ruins, dams and bridge abutments.  The Garochi Ruins are interest-

ing and have visible old iron steam engine parts scattered in the trees. But don't get sidetracked too long if you need to be finished paddling in 2 days.  Leave 

the exploring for another longer trip. 

     As you round the bend leaving Little Toby Riffles, and approach the next major bend in the river, you will start heading off to the west. You will have 

Portland Mills off to your left as you travel around the bend.  Portland Mills is still a viable community.  This was once a large lumbering and tannery town 

with a population of over 1000. 

 

From Page 2 The Clarion 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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     The next point of interest is the old mill town of Arroyo. Founded in the 1830's as Beech Bottom.  After a devastating flood the town was renamed Arroyo 

and a tannery was opened.  Later a sawmill opened and the Clarion River Railroad started making stops at the town.  Through the years the town declined and 

was vacated in the 1930's.  Today there are guided tours of the ghost town.  You pass under a bridge, and that is all you may notice.  This bridge replaced an 

old bridge that was constructed as a toll bridge.  The original bridge played an important part in years gone by. 41°23'25.71"N 78°52'50.66"W  

     About a half mile down stream from the Arroyo Access you will encounter W Rapids 41°23'37.03"N 78°53'10.47"W .  This rapid is sometimes referred to 

Chassie Rapid.  Pay attention and watch for the upcoming X Y Z Rapids!  The short run down this section is a good chance for beginning whitewater kayak-

ers to get the feel of an easy rapid in a comparatively safe environment. Tips for safety: Run ñXò left; run ñYò right; run ñZò right. 

 

 
      

(Continued from Page 3 The Clarion) 

X Rapid  41°23'43.41"N 78°53'36.48"W 

Y Rapid  41°23'17.27"N 78°53'52.59"W 

Z Rapid  41°23'15.43"N 78°54'30.24"W 

 

We neared the end of our second and final day on the river and drifted into our take-out point at Irwin Run Access.  41°24'00.34"W 78°54'21.66"W  Irwin-

town, PA now a ghost town, was a small logging community located at the mouth of Irwin Run from 1851 to the early 1880's.  This is another community 

you will be hard pressed to find any visible trace of existence.  It has been erased by time and nature.   

 

Dustin Beach is an adventurer & photographer that has travel much of the USA exploring the outdoors.   

Dustin can be contacted at info@topogear.com 


