TOPOGEAR NEWS

Green River , Utah

It was a pleasant late summer day. Four
of us were finishing our first day of pad-
dling. We were now searching for our first
nights campsite.

Our launch had been early in the morn-
ing some 10 miles, or so, upstream at Crys-
tal Geyser. It had been a lazy day. Mostly
floating with a very slow current. We had
spent much of the day on the river which to
this point had been passing through mostly
open desert.

The river falls about a foot and a half per
mile, through this stretch. The water a
murky coffee latte looking ribbon wander-
ing through the sparse terrain. As we
cruised along we noticed a small green area
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We were all paddling single kayaks. There

would be no way to double up.

We Need Your Article Material

We had pitched our tents, had a nice fire

to cook dinner over, and we were all sitting
back enjoying a hot beverage. The warmth
of the day was slipping away, just as the sun
was sinking behind a ridge off to the west of
us. The rocks sticking up in distance east
were just a blaze of color, still lit up by the

last rays of the evening sun.

Just down the river from us, a herd of
deer stepped off the western bank into the
river. The river was wide and slow and they

continued across, fording the river with
ease. They paused briefly in the middle an
looked our way. Then they continued on
as if they knew we were no threat.

Continued on Page 2

along both sides of the river. Vegetation
survives in this green corridor. In some
places it is even difficult to get off the water
it is so thick. But it barely makes it up the
bank before the green fades into the sur-
rounding brown of desert life.

We find an island in the middle of the
river that has easy access to beach our kay
aks. After walking around a bit to stretch,
we decide this will be camp. We did discuss
the fact this might be a dangerous location
in the event of a flash flood. We had
checked the extending weather forecast be
fore setting off on the trip. There was noth-
ing'in the long range forecast to concern us.
The banks in the last half mile did not really
provide easy aceess anyway.

Boat's were beached
just to be safe and not sorry. It would be an

awfully long hike out, should a boat be lost.
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For our next issue we would like readers,
outfitters, etc to send us printable material
on other river trips. We are looking for
destinations in Utah, California, Oregon,
Nevada, Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho or
Arizona.  (Approximately a 12 hour
maximum drive from Las Vegas, NV)
Something a small group (10 or under)
can do in 3 to 4 days, without guides.
Most readers would require an outfit-

q terto supply permits, canoes or rafts, and

shuttle service. Possibly camping gear as
well.

Also it would be nice to include in the
article an alternative, using experienced
guide services and various packages avail-
able there as well.

We would like destinations that can be
paddled via canoe, sea kayak, and raft.
Something under whitewater class. If we
receive enough info on whitewater, we
may include that in the article as well.

So Outfitters and those businesses that
cater to paddlers needing a place to stay
overnight before and after trips, eating
places, etc. Please send us your info. We
will also run FREE 1/4 page ads (aprx
4X5 inches) for those related to this sub-
ject...if sent in JPG format. Email to:

info@topogear.com

Material, articles and images contained within this Newsletter publication including subsequent pages may matibed;apieteepise used

for other purposes without written consent of TOPOGEAR. All images are considered Copyright by TOPOGEAR or the images owne

www.topogear.com and logo are ® Registered Trademarks with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

1


http://www.topogear.com/
http://www.topogear.com/
mailto:info@topogear.com
mailto:cduclos@blackgaming.com
http://www.casablancaresort.com/
http://www.topogear.com/
http://www.topogear.com/

Green River (Utah) From Crystal Geyser to Mineral Bottom
Distance from Crystal Geyser to Mineral Bottom=63 miles

Distance from Ruby Ranch to Mineral Bottom=45 miles
Interstate 70

Crystal Geyser
38A56816. 646N 110A08611.1

= ¥ Elev 4038 ft
ARCHES NATIONAL PARK
Chaffin Ranch Geyser s GO L
38A450650. 286N 110A07 638 RhpRaNh
Elev 4019 Wi} X 38A46638.576N 110A06610.24W
e
?5@ﬁ CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK
ot
Ten Mile Canyon
38A39835. 146N 110A03648.836W
Elev 3986 ft
River Registry (Postal Rock/Inscription Rock
Three Canyon /38A39636.976N 110A02632. 986
38A42624. 146N 110%6 78 " gar'ow
Elev 3999 ft Neighbor Arch (Hike to )
38A36633.8606N 110A03611.246W
Elev 4517 ft

/ Aprx 550 Vertical Elev off the river
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Bowknot Bend

38A36811.416N 109A596414
Elev 3961 ft

Juliands I nscription (
38A330658. 786N 109A5865
East Bank of Canyon (Short hike)

Mineral Bottom
39A31848.196 N 109A59
Elev 3957ft



Ouir first nights camp. We were just&:
north Of Ruby Ranch. A perfect spotii &
on a large island in the middle of the ™
river. We figured it offered the best -
isolation from any critters found along'
the shores. It was mostly sand covere
and offered a wide view of the river in
all directions. It would also catch the
early morning sun to warm us. We Ll
didndét notice any
of the evening started to settle in. |
was soon time to pull out the sweat
shirts for added warmth. It was going
to be a cold desert night. One of ou
party had somehow left his sleeping
bag back in the vehicles. Two of ug
donated our fleece bag liners. Luckil
we had brought the extra liners along.

Deer crossing the river in the early evening.
The views as the sun went down were spec-
tacular. Sitting in our folding chairs and en-
joying a hot beverage, we enjoyed the sounds
of nature, the water, the birds, etc.

It was soon time to climb into the sleeping
bag for warmth and rest. It had been a long
day. We were up early to meet at the outfit-
ter. Then loading our gear and boats on to
their vehicles and trailers.

We were briefed on the River Rules. All
human waste has to be carried out. We were
i ssued a oOLatrine Box
as the o0Big Texbé6. The
boat. A small issue with kayaks. We thought
perhaps a canoe next time?

In the morning, start of day two, we would be entering Labyrinth Canyon. Some history makes the trip more interestingalso
conjures up thoughts of how things may have been. Little has changed from the way it has always been. Native Americanrfisto
dates back to over 800 years. The Freemont Indians occupied large portions of Utah and spent time in this canyon.

The Spanish came through in the 170006s. John Wesl ey Plewel
gan moving in along the river. It was hard making a go of it in such harsh conditions. There is also evidence to be folodgthe
way of old mines and mining equipment. There are many markers you can prbeck if your use Google Earth.

As the river passes the San Rafael River the terrain will change. The river leaves the relatively open terrain of thetdeseit starts
cutting its way through the rising plateaus surrounding the area.

The area is full of wildlife. If you are quiet while drifting along you may see deer, coyotes, beaver, herons, egrets vamigty of
birds ranging from larger Ravens and Hawks, to smaller swallows and wrens.

Depending on the time of year and weather patterns, you may encounter days of wind. Canoeists and Rafters will have th& mo
problems. Kayakers have an easier time, especially those in sea kayaks with foot controlled rudders. Factor this intosahedule.
Should you hit wind every day it could add an extra day or two on to your trip. Normally these are thermal winds. As thayheats
up the wind increases. To beat it and make time, be on the water as soon as there is enough light to see. As the windagmet mid-
day, you should have enough miles behind you to stop for the day. Sleep in and you will pay dearly for it.

We hit one such day. It was hard to keep the tents on the ground. We suggest having some light rope to tie off cornetxks.
These windy afternoons can be spend exploring the banks, or hiking up slot canyons in search of anything that might intgoest



Passing around Bowknot Bend is interesting. You travel several miles via the river. Eventually coming around and passinkimijust a
short distance of where you just were a few miles ago. There is a vertical ridge of rock thrusting skyward that keeps youn §eeing
where you came fr om. At one point we had a weird s enanartderwan
ter channel under that ridge that part of the river is taking a shestu t ? Maybe in time it wbursé of the
river? We would be interested in others knowledge concerning this point in the river?

The Green River is extremely silt laden. We
were pre warned and carried 1.5 gal of water,
each, per day. The recommendation is at least
gal a day per person. We carried water purifying
pumps as a backup but never used them. We e
perimented and found you would need a containerg
of some sort to take water the evening beforesgs
(Kayak Pumps work great for filling) Let it settle ==
overnight before running it through your filter. It
is still murky even after settling overnight. '

Those with canoes or rafts can capitalize on thé
cooler method for some of their water. Have one™
cooler with ice and food for use the first couple of
days. A second cooler filled with block ice and
taped shut. On day three transfer the remaining
food from the first cooler to the one that started
out with the block ice. Use any water that is leftf
behind as the ice melts. You will have cold stor
age for up to 5 or 6 days. : } ,

We also carried 5 gal shower bags and used the dirty river water for showering. After a day paddling in the heat, younet believe
how good that shower will feel. If you have ever tried filling one of these bags by submerging it below water (Seems Iggical t d ¢
work! Grab that kayak pump again. Fill it up and throw the bag on the deck to heat up in the sun during the day. We sugjggsiece of
panty hose taped over the intake of the pump. We ended up with tiny minnows in our bag...on our first fill.

We enjoyed our few days on the river. It was fast paced. We covered approximately 60 miles in 4 days, 3 nights on the.rihis
was nearly 10 years ago and | long for another trip through this beautiful canyon. A person could easily make this a 2 wesk It
would be easy to spend a week on the river and another exploring nearby Arches National Park, Canyonlands National Park,@hdr
points of interest in the near vicinity.

e

Looking back at the Green
River and Mineral Bottom from
the gravel road cut into the can-
yon wall. Itis a most exciting
ride on the mostly one lane
road. You leave the river below
to end up on the plateau above,
and on your way back to Moab.

While we paddled the section from Crystal Geyser to Mineral Bottom, commonly referred to as the Upper Section. Our Fridtelen
Howard of Desert River Outfitters has her personal favorite section of the Green River. Though her company serves the CdtoRiver
for people in the area of Las Vegas, Laughlin, Bullhead City and others, she sometimes vacations on the Green River. Dyiéi pad-
dling along with the slow current. Her favorite section is downriver of Mineral Bottom.

We contacted several Oultfitters for info to pass on to our readers. Helen kindly responded with info and pictures. | tmtaugh
when she started out by saying o0There are only a coupl etripgint f
this area. | am not one of thembut this is where | go for vacatiod So the following is her furt
the Green River.

All photos in the following article are the property of Desert River Outfitters. Please do not reproduce without permissio
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There are only a couple of outfitters who have the permit from Canyonlands NB do trips in this area. There are 2 outfittes you can
use to get you to the river, and then got you off the riveiThe one we have always used iBex's Riverways. Tag Along is the sec-
ond. Early in January you will want to contact your outfitter of choice and make arrangements for your preferred date to erttes river
and more importantly, to get off the river. These 2 are the only ones allowed to operate jet boat services to come down tacthrdluence
of the Colorado and the Green Rivers, to haul you and your boat back up the Colorado River into Moab. This is the only wayKayak-
ers and canoeists to get out of the Lower section are@ihe Colorado River, just below the confluence, turns into a deep narrozanyon
called Cataract Canyon. You would soon meet a series of 20 or 30 class 4 and 5 rapids ( depending on the level of Lake [PoWed
lower the lake, the more rapids you would encounter) This is a section where you really! Really! Reallign't want to be. If you camp
at Spanish Bottom, this is your last night before the day you catch the jet boat back up the Colorado. One of the nicesshéldown to
the top of Cataract Canyon where you can see rafts going through and being buried in the holes of the rapids. From thisagapbint
you might think you are looking at a class 3 rapid until an 18 foot raft comes along and goes totally underwater, befor@jtgout of
some of these holes and waves.

Green River

About 7 miles upstream from
The confluence of the
Green River & Colorado River

Planning for the trip. There are 2 sections of the canyon that are accessiblée upper section called Labyrinth Canyon canéac-
cessed at the town of Green River, Utah or at Ruby Ranch near the Crystal Geyser. It is approximately 65 to 72 miles depgratin
which launch site you choose.The lower section, called Stillwater Canyon starts at the bottom of the Mineral Bottom Road.ou may
leave vehicles at the Park in Green RiverYou can not leave them at Ruby Ranch or aMineral Bottom. Most people take theirvehi-
cles to Moab to their outfitter and are transported with their gear to the put in.

Most people plan on doing the trip they choose in what ever days it takes to go the distance you are comfortable wAtheisurely trip
with lots of opportunity for hiking can be donein 10-12 miles a day and a more aggressive trip can be done a2zD5miles a day The
outfitters recommend not planning for any more than 15 miles a day unless you are very experienced and fit due to slow cuareh
pretty common upstream winds.One of the bestthings about this section of the river is that it is very silty. High waters the spring
mean that a lot of sand bars and sandy beaches are laid down in the spring. This makes for great camping opportunitrese are
fewer of these in the Labyrinth Canyon section and more of them in the Stillwater Canyon sectiohhere are many fewer campsitein
the spring because of the high water from runoff covers therithat high water is also faster and colder, leading to possibiliof missing
campsites or flipping your boat. This trip can certainly be done by first timers on the Green, but | would recommend a lateser or
early fall trip for those.

Green River

About 4 miles upstream from
The confluence of the
Green River & Colorado River




